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I am directed by the Committwe to inform you that
they have heard of your resignation of the post of Head
Master of the Cottingham-cum-}iddleton School with feelings
of grezt regret that your long assooclation with the School
is now to be severed. They desire you to know that they
have pleced on record their esppreciaztion of your unsparing
and long continued service, and thelr wish that you may have
meny years in which to enjoy the rest you have so fully deserved. :
Since 1886, many generations of childrer have passed through .
your hende, first at Rushton, and then, since 1894, at '
Cottingham-cum-Middleton, and the Committee are confident thst
the respect and affection of your old scholaras will follow you

in your retirement.

Your relations with the Cemmittee and their stef?f g
have slways been cordial, snd we all trust that you will ocarry %
happy memories of work well done into the holiday which you

are now gabhout te enjoy.

I am,

Yours very-fruly,’

Nl Mt
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L OPULAR SCHOLLUASTI.

The Retirement of Mr.T,Beecroft of Middleton,

Wwith the present is-u~ of this Journal iy, T.Beecroft ceases duty as
headmaster cf the Cottingham—cum-liddleton Sclopl, after nearly thirty
years of service. Mr,Beecroft has héd a very varlied career, owing
to dislocation of family affairs, his old ancestral home dating from
1170 was given up and the subjeoct of this sketch was sent away to
Schodl, After 2 years he chose teaching as his profescich and
while serving his erticles,among his tutors was the Rev.Dr.R,P.Hills
of Bolscver. At th- age of sixteen Hr.Beecréft was appointed
organiat and choirmaster of Whaley Thorms Mission Church and he
retained this post until leaving the neighbourhood five years after,
During his apprenticeship he studied music with his headmaster under
thellate Dr. Keaton of peterboro’ Cathedral.’ on w§tain1ng hise
cartificate in 1882 Mr, Beecroft was appointed first assistant in the
S¢.James Schocl Derby. a echool = nearly 400 bays.

The ye;r 18835 saw hir appointed to the charge of Metfield Church of
England School, Suffclk. In 1886 Mr, Beeeroft remeved to Rushton

and had charge there until 1894 when he was appointed to Cottingham-
cum-Niddleton, 1t will thus be seen that Mp. Beecroft hae been
headimaster for 40 years and organhst for 47 years, whilst no fewer
than 37 years have ben spent in Korthamptonshirs, gport, particularly
Cricket, has alwaye >iaimed his attention and he takes pride in being
the "father" of Rushten Cricket Club, which he formed in April 1886,
One whc has known My,Beecroft since he first came to Northamptonshire
writes hundreds of chiidren who have passed through ¥Mr,Beecrofts hands
during hie lengthy scholastic career have cause to bless him for the
scholarly tuition and the kindly thoughfulnass which ever marked his

methods.




Hims scholars ever regarded him moXe as 2 friend than & 8choolmssvaF
and his interest in his pupils did not cease with them leaving
school, In the twin vi . iages of Cettinghan-and Middleten he
has been the guide, philesopher and friend of all. Ho good cause
ever sought his aid in vain, In his well earned retirement he

will carry with him the good wishes of all sections of the gcommunity.

-
COTTINGHANM- COM=-NIDDLE T 0 N,

llna.-nonc.n.o.oocoliiUlilll.ot.ll.blto..lic.ll

PREBENTATIOHN.
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A B rge number of ti- parishioners of Cottingnam = oum= Middleton were
present on gaturday eveniy in the school when MY. 7. Beecroft, the
retiring heanmaster wae jresented with & testimenial 1in regognition of his
32 years work in the schoel, The Reotor was in the ghair and ppoke of the
patient and valuable wori done Dy ¥r., Beecroft, He ocalled on MF, wWalter
gpriggs, & former puril, and one who haa taken the lead in eolleoting for the
gift, th make the presertdtion. This took the form of an oak and silver
tea tray. with a suitable inscrirtiony & silver crean and hot water Jjug.
and a large standing cabinet for holding them, The Rector then called on
yadeline Buswell as head girl of the school 1o give to Mr. Beecroft the
ehildrens ; gift. which was a handsome silver sugar basin to match the set,
The Rector then presented Hr_. Beecrort with &wo hlleI; volumes of
v HASTING'S DICTICNARY 0f tae GOSK%L3%. This gift ocame frow the diocess. and
1 given only to a Jew :>table headmasters in the diocc‘b. AS MY. Beecroft
had been unable t0 be at Peterborough when these books wese given by the

pishoyp, h® was preseri-d with them on thie occasion,
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